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STAR LISTINGS

full flavored, quality wines in California, including wines from
Ironstone, Scheid Vineyards, Terra Valentine, and Stanton
Vineyards—at different price points.
ARGENTINA—Hard to beat the Santa Julia Blanc de Blancs
Brut for a moderately priced, quality sparkler . . . Or Familia
Bianchi’s ’17 Chardonnay for both quality and value . . .
Zuccardi’s latest Salta Torrontes and Mendoza Malbec—both
from Serie A—are outstanding . . . Santa Julia’s Tintillo is
an exceptional ‘approachable’ red blend, made from Malbec
and Bonarda . . . Valentin Bianchi’s L10 Premium Malbec is
outstanding, as is Pascual Toso’s Alta Cabernet Sauvignon,
from 60 year old vines.
AUSTRALIA—Great Chardonnay values abound from
Australia, including the ’16 Hope Estate and ’17 Wakefield
Estate . . . Frankland Estate produces some of Australia’s
best dry Rieslings, notably its single vineyard bottlings, in
addition to outstanding Shiraz . . . Vasse Felix also hails from
Western Australia, and its Filius Cabernet Sauvignon is made
in a sophisticated, very drinkable style . . . Wakefield Estate’s
Clare Valley Merlot is a fine wine and a great value—as are
Wakefield’s Promised Land Shiraz-Cabernet Sauvignon and
Clare Valley Shiraz . . . Two of Australia’s best Shirazs—still
at reasonable prices—are Yalumba’s Steeple Vineyard and
Henry’s Drive Magnus, whose 2014 and 2012 vintages (respectively) are exceptional.
AUSTRIA—Domaine Wachau’s 2017s are excellent wines,
displaying classic character, and good intensity and balance, at
modest prices. Two of our favorites are the Gruner Veltliner
Smaragd Terrassen and the Riesling Federspiel Ried Bruck,
both very fine wines.
CANADA—A source of multiple styles and types of icewine,
including Merlot and Cabernet Franc, Canada is one of the
world leaders in icewine production. Most Canadian icewines are made from Vidal or Riesling, with the latter often
considered to yield the finest icewine of all, especially from
the Niagara Peninsula, where Inniskillin is the market leader.

★★★★★

The company’s red Burgundies also continue to improve, and
the 2016 Bourgogne Pinot Noir Reserve is one of its finest yet
. . . 2016 was a fine vintage for Beaujolais, and many outstanding versions are available for under $240/case wholesale--we
tasted a wide range of those from Georges Duboeuf, and were
impressed by their style, quality, and balance, with seven of
them receiving a 5-star rating . . . The 2015 vintage in the
Rhone Valley yielded many superb red wines, including the
Crozes-Hermitage from Les Alexandrins; the Gigondas from
Domaine du Clos des Tourelles; and the Chateauneuf-duPapes from Mont-Redon and Beaucastel.
HUNGARY—Istvan Balassa is one of Tokaj’s rising stars;
his wines, dry and sweet—are some of the best available.
Balassa’s single vineyard Furmints, especially Szt. Tamas
and Mezes-Maly (Villo), are exceptional, as is his B-37 Late
Harvest white . . . Sauska owns and operates two top wineries
in Hungary; one in Tokaj, the other in Villany—and each is
among the finest in its region. Sauska’s red wines, especially
those from grapes grown in Villany and Siklos, are some of
Hungary’s finest. From Villany, the 2015 Kekfrankos (Blaufrankisch), 2015 Cuvee 7, and 2013 Cabernet Franc are outstanding; from Siklos, the 2015 Cuvee 7 is equally amazing.
ITALY—How many times have we heard how difficult it is to
find an excellent moderately priced Pinot Grigio? Pierpoalo
Pecorari’s Paggio 2017 is one answer . . . Indigenous varieties, anyone? From the 2017 vintage: Luca Bosio’s Arneis;
Plani Arche’s Trebbiano Spoletino; Antonelli San Marco’s
Grechetto; Villa Matilde’s Falanghina & Fiano di Avellino;
and Elvio Cogno’s Nascetta di Novello . . .
Montefalco is blossoming; we’ve never had better Rosso di
Montefalco wines—all of them great values, too. The Broccatelli 2014 Riserva is terrific, as are the 2015s from Antonelli
San Marco, Arnaldo Caprai, Bocale, Di Filippo, Lungarotti,
Perticaia, and Scacciadiavoli . . . Sagrantino di Montefalco
is one of Italy’s best and longest-lived red wines; current
Sagrantino releases we especially recommend are those from
Antonelli San Marco, Arnaldo Caprai, Plani Arche, and
Tenute Lunelli . . .

CHILE—The number of outstanding well-priced (i.e., under
$200/case wholesale) dry white wines coming from Chilean
vineyards rises every year. This year, two more to add to the
list are both from Matetic Vineyards, whose Corallilo Chardonnay and EQ Coastal Sauvignon Blanc are very fine wines,
and wonderful values. Also moderately priced, but red, the
Vina Apaltagua Envero Carmenere is one of the best in its
price category.

Sangiovese in the basis of many of Italy’s best wines, including these highly recommended wines from their respective
DOCGs: 2016 Chianti Classico from Stormenanno; 2011
Rubesco Riserva, Vigna Monticchio from Lungarotti; 2016
Rosso di Montalcino; 2013 Brunello di Montalcino, and 2012
Brunello di Montalcino Riserva from Conti Costanti; and
both the 2012 and 2013 Brunello di Montalcino from Pieve
San Restituta . . .

FRANCE—Gustave Lorentz’s Reserve Pinot Gris 2016 is
an outstanding wine . . . From the Loire Valley, the 2017 Paul
Buisse Touraine Sauvignon Blanc is a top value . . . One of
Bordeaux’s rarest, top quality dry white wines is the Blanc de
Vieux Taillefer, a Sauvignon blend produced in the heart of St.
Emilion . . . One of the Rhone Valley’s legendary dry white
wines is Beaucastel’s Vieilles Vignes Chateauneuf-du-Pape
Blanc, made from 100+ year old vines . . . Bouchard Pere et
Fils is making some of Burgundy’s finest white wines, as the
current vintage of both Corton-Charlemagne and ChevalierMontrachet attest . . .

The Piedmont wine region is flourishing as never before, and its
red wines continue to evolve, and to improve. Striking Dolcettos are available from Luigi Einaudi and Elvio Cogno; Luca
Bosio’s Dolcetto is a particularly fine value . . . Superb new
Barberas to seek out include those from Conterno Fantino
(Vignota) and Elvio Cogno (Merli & Pre-Phylloxera), while
the current Truffle Hunter Barbera (from Bosio) is outstanding
at the price . . . Langhe Nebbiolo is a surging quality category;
many stunning examples are available at still-modest prices
(Elvio Cogno, Filippo Gallino, Marcarini—reviewed here)
. . . As is Conterno Fantino’s best Mon Pra’ yet, a blend of
Nebbiolo and Barbera . . .
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USA SPARKLING WINE, CHARDONNAY

Gaja is the leading name in Barbaresco, and we strongly
recommend two recent vintages . . . Gaja also produces outstanding wines from Barolo, notably Conteisa and Sperss (we
lean towards the latter)... The 2014 vintage in Barolo was a
difficult one, due to hailstorms and rain, yet leading producers,
including Ca’ Rome’, Conterno Fantino, Elvio Cogno, Luigi
Einaudi, and Marcarini, made wonderful wines.
NEW ZEALAND--Excellent wines (or better) at reasonable
prices: witness the Mt. Beautiful ’17 Sauvignon Blanc and ’17
Rose; the Nautilus ’17 Sauvignon; and both ‘The Gimblett’
and the Syrah from Trinity Hill.
PORTUGAL—Mirabilis, from the Douro’s Quinta Nova, is
one of the best Portuguese white wines we have tasted. So,
too, the winery’s outstanding Douro Rose . . . Douro dry red
wines, too, just get better and better, as revealed by the wines
of leading producers like Prats & Symington, Quinta Nova,
and Quinta do Vesuvio, reviewed herein.
SOUTH AFRICA—Mulderbosch’s latest Cabernet Sauvignon Rose is a winner . . . Terre Brulee is producing a great
value Chenin Blanc and Cinsault-Syrah blend (Le Rouge)
from Swartland . . . The 2017 Braai Cabernet Sauvignon is a
wonderful value, while the Glenelly Estate Reserve is a top
red blend, at a very modest price . . . Simonsig is one of South
Africa’s great wine estates. It produces high quality wines
across the spectrum, from classic method sparkling wines to
dry white and red table wines. We are especially impressed
with the latest Kaape Vonkel, Chenin Blanc, Pinotage, and
Syrah releases, among others.
SPAIN—Senda Verde’s latest Godello and Albarino releases
are fine wines and wonderful values, while Valduero’s Albillo
(Garcia Viadero), at a higher price, is a minor revelation . . .
Rosado? Hard to beat the 2017 Rioja from Carlos Serres . . .
A terrific, maturing Tempranillo blend to seek out is the 2012
Finca Antigua Crianza Unico from La Mancha . . . Superb
Riojas are increasingly available—and attractively priced—
like the Rioja Reserva from Bodegas Muriel; Valpiedra’s
Cantos; Roda’s Sela and Roda I; and Bodegas Ollauri’s Conde
de los Andes . . . A short hop to Ribera del Duero unveils two
wonderful wines: the 2012 Reserva from Valduero and the
2014 from Alion, one of its best yet.

USA

(SPARKLING WHITE, ROSE &
RED WINES)
(from California, unless noted otherwise)

CLASSIC METHOD SPARKLING WINES - Expensive:
$401-$800/case ($50.10-$100/btl. full retail)
CARACCIOLI CELLARS – Santa Lucia Highlands
• 2012 BRUT CUVEE, $240/6 ($60)
HHHH+
• 2012 BRUT ROSE, $264/6 ($65.50)
HHHHH
Two very fine sparklers from this excellent producer.
The Brut Cuvee is fresh, medium bodied, crisp, and very vibrant on the palate, with subtle, fine aromas/flavors (pineapple,
roasted nut, lime, honey, candied lemon), and a very persistent
finish. Will develop with further aging. 60% Chardonnay, 40%
36
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Pinot Noir. The base wine barrel aged for 2 months. Aged
on the yeast 4 years. 1,226 cases. Disgorged March, 2017.
12% F The Rose is exceptional: pale-to-light orange pink
in color, with fine mousse. It is fine and complex in style:
medium bodied, and very long and crisp on the palate, with a
very persistent finish, tasting of plum, pineapple, white peach,
lime, roasted nut, and grapefruit. Will develop with further
aging. 32% Chardonnay, 32% Pinot Blanc, 36% Pinot Noir.
Base wine aged 2 months in oak barrels. Aged 4 years on the
yeast. 852 cases. Disgorged March, 2016. 12% [2019-2022]
831.622.7722
CHARDONNAY - Medium Priced:
$73-$160/case ($9.10-$20/btl. full retail)
DISTRICT 7, 2016 MONTEREY, $144 ($18)
HHH+
Screw cap. An intensely flavored Chardonnay that
is round, full bodied, and balanced, with a medium long finish,
tasting of pineapple, lemon, and toast. Aged 8 months: 70% in
stainless steel, 30% on new French oak. 13.5% [2019-2020]
888.772.4343
HHHH
IRONSTONE VINEYARDS, 2017 LODI,
$112 ($14)
Screw cap. Excellent: round, full bodied, and fruity in
flavor (peach, pineapple, apple), with a hint of oak. It is
balanced, and lingers on the finish. 90% Chardonnay, 5%
Viognier, 5% Chenin Blanc. Aged 5 months in French
oak. 7,977 cases. 13.5% [2019] 209.728.1251
HHHH+
MERCER FAMILY VINEYARDS,
2016 HORSE HEAVEN HILLS, WA, $144 ($18)
Supple in texture and full bodied, this is a fruity style of
Chardonnay, tasting of apple, peach, lime, honey, roasted
nut, and pineapple. It is balanced, and medium long on
the finish. Great value. 13.9% [2019-2020] 509.786.2097
RYAN PATRICK VINEYARDS, 2016 NAKED HHHH+
CHARDONNAY, COLUMBIA VALLEY,
WA, $104 ($13)
Screw cap. An excellent wine and a great value. It is full
bodied, round, and ripe and complex in flavor (candied
lemon, pineapple, apple, roasted nut), with a long finish.
Great value. Aged 8 months in stainless steel. 8,200 cases.
13.5% [2019-2020] 818.322.7183
HHHH+
SANTA BARBARA WINERY, 2017 SANTA
BARBARA COUNTY, $148 ($18.50)
Fleshy and medium rich, this is an excellent Chardonnay:
full bodied, fairly rich, and balanced, with a medium long
finish, tasting of pineapple, toast, oak, candied lemon,
and oak. Great value. 4% Riesling. Aged 67% in stainless
steel tanks, 33% in oak barrels (with full ML). 14.3% [20192020] 800.225.3633
The wines included here are the highest rated of all those we taste—and
account for only 30% to 40% of all wines tasted, percentages in line with
‘award wines’ at leading international wine competitions.
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ITALY NEBBIOLO

PODERI LUIGI EINAUDI

PODERI LUIGI EINAUDI AZ. AGR.,
HHHHH
2014 BAROLO, CANNUBI, $400/6 ($100)
Outstanding Cannubi: full bodied, supple, intensely flavored (black currant, cherry, cigar tobacco, cedar, rose
petal, walnut), it is very well balanced, and very long and
persistent on the finish. An elegant, complex Barolo with
10+ years of further aging potential. Aged 28 months in
French oak casks and barrels, partly new. 492 cases. 14%
[2022-2028] Empson USA, Alexandria, VA 703.684.0900

NEBBIOLO — Very Expensive:
$1201/case & Up ($151.10/btl. & Up full retail)

★★★★★
PODERI MARCARINI

PODERI MARCARINI
• 2014 BAROLO, LA SERRA,
HHHH+
$332/6 ($83)
• 2014 BAROLO, BRUNATE,
HHHHH
$344/6 ($86)
These are delicious Barolos—extremely enjoyable
for current drinking, but with the depth, balance, fruit,
and tannin to carry them for several more years. The La
Serra is supple in texture, very complex in aroma/flavor
(rose petal, cherry, plum, baked potato skin, black olive,
cigar tobacco), moderately rich, full bodied, and long
and persistent on the finish. Excellent value. Aged 24
months in Slavonian oak barrels. 1,066 cases. 13.5%
F The Brunate is exceptional, and one of the best in
years from Marcarini. It supple, full bodied, and quite
rich, with excellent depth and balance, and a long, tannic finish, tasting of blackberry, cassis, cigar tobacco,
cherry, mint, and red currant. Warrants modest aging.
Aged 24 months in Slavonian oak barrels. 1,458 cases.
13.5% [2021-2026] Empson USA, Alexandria, VA
703.684.0900

GAJA
• 2013 BAROLO, CONTEISA, $1,000/6 ($250) HHHH
• 2013 BAROLO, SPERSS, $1,040/6 ($260)
HHHHH
• 2013 BARBARESCO, $1,052/6 ($263)
HHHH+
• 2014 BARBARESCO, $924/6 ($231)
HHHHH
Gaja produces benchmark wines, whether in
Piedmont or Tuscany—and these do not disappoint. Here, the
2013 Conteisa is an elegant, complex Barolo of excellent quality. It has very fine character (cherry, plum, walnut, tobacco,
aniseed), light oakiness (cedar, toast), medium richness, fine
balance, and a tannic, long finish. Warrants further aging.
Aged 30 months in oak barrels and casks. The first vintage
since 1996 that the wine has been labeled Barolo. The vineyard lies almost exclusively in the Cerequio cru, straddling
the border between La Morra and Barolo. 14% F The 2013
Sperss is outstanding: a concentrated wine that is very distinct
and complex in character (aniseed, black licorice, blackberry,
plum), lightly oaky (cedar, toast, tobacco), very long and well
balanced on the palate, and tannic and fairly powerful on the
finish. Terrific Barolo, in need of 6+ more years of (cont’d)
108
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★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ITALY OTHER REDS
aging. Aged 24 months: 12 months in French oak barrels, and
12 months in oak casks. The first vintage since 1996 the wine
has been labeled Barolo. Serralunga d’Alba. 14% F Gaja’s
2013 Barbaresco is fairly rich and supple on the palate, with
excellent flavor (plum, red currant, black olive, aniseed, cedar, tobacco), firm acidity, good balance, and an extremely
long, persistent finish. Warrants several more years of bottle
aging. A somewhat more elegant wine. 14% F The 2014
Barbaresco is exceptional: fragrant and complex in aroma/
flavor (plum, cranberry, peach, tobacco, toast, black licorice),
it is full bodied, smoothly textured, and medium rich; a wine
with good balance, and a very long, lightly tannic finish. Can
be aged. 14% [2021-2028] Terlato Wines Int’l, Lake Bluff,
IL 847.604.8900

★★★★★
PODERI LUIGI EINAUDI

OTHER PIEDMONT REDS — Medium Priced:
$81-$160/case, $10.10-$20/btl. full retail)
AZ. VITIVINICOLA PODERI VAIOT,
HHHH
2017 ‘LUPESTRE’, BARBERA D’ALBA,
$72/6 ($18)
Excellent Barbera: round, full bodied, and crisp, with sour
cherry, pomegranate, and red currant aromas/flavors, and
a crisp, medium length finish. Will develop further. Aged 6
months in apricot barrels. 2,000 cases. 13.5% [2019-2021]
Soilair Selection, New York, NY 212.626.6669
BOSIO WINERY, 2017 LEDA, TRUFFLE
HHHHH
HUNTER, BARBERA D’ASTI, $112 ($14)
Exceptional: fragrant, full bodied, and crisp; a Barbera
with light oakiness, excellent balance, and a long finish,
tasting of cranberry, rose petal, sour cherry, and toast.
Great value. Aged 6 months in oak casks. 8,500 cases. 13.5%%
[2019-2020] Quintessential, Napa, CA 707.226.8300
LUCA BOSIO VINEYARDS,
HHHHH
2017 DOLCETTO D’ALBA, $120 ($15)
A youthful, fruity, refreshing Dolcetto. It is round, full
bodied, and balanced, with crisp acidity and a long finish,
tasting of plum, blueberry, cranberry, and red licorice.
Great value. Unwooded. 10,500 cases. 13% [2019-2020]
Quintessential, Napa, CA 707.226.8300

PODERI LUIGI EINAUDI AZ. AGR.
• 2017 DOLCETTO, DOGLIANI,
HHHHH
$176 ($22)
• 2016 DOLCETTO, DOGLIANI
HHHHH
SUPERIORE, VIGNA TECC, $288 ($36)
Superb Dolcettos! The Dogliani Dolcetto is itself a
splendid wine: deeply colored, extremely fruity in
character (plum, cranberry, white pepper, pomegranate, white peach), full bodied, and well balanced, with
a long finish. Can be aged a bit. Wonderful value. Aged
8+ months in stainless steel tanks. 15,416 cases. 14% F
The Vigna Tecc is a more sophisticated wine, with more
subtlety and complexity, in part due to its 10 months of
oak aging. It is supple in texture, full bodied, and both
rich and fine in flavor (plum, red currant, cherry, oak),
with full body, good balance, and a long, lightly tannic
finish. Very long aftertaste. Can be aged. Great value.
Aged 10 months in oak casks. 1,583 cases. 14.5% [20202023] Empson USA, Alexandria, VA 703.684.0900

OTHER PIEDMONT REDS — High Priced:
$161-$320/case ($20.10-$40/btl. full retail)
AZ. AGR. CONTERNO FANTINO,
HHHHH
2016 BARBERA D’ALBA, VIGNOTA, $320 ($40)
Outstanding Barbera d’Alba—indeed, one of Conterno
Fantino’s best. Full bodied, concentrated yet crisp, and well
balanced, it has complex aromas/flavors (sour cherry, black
currant, plum, white pepper, oak) and a very long, persistent
finish. Will develop further. Great value. From the Ginestra,
Pajana, Mosconi, Bussia Sottana, and Ornati vineyards. Aged
10 months in French oak barrels. 2,500 cases. 15% [20202023] Empson USA, Alexandria, VA 703.684.0900
Editorial Policy: All editorial content in RESTAURANT WINE®—including articles, reviews, tasting notes, images/graphics, and photography—is professionally responsible and reliable, and is not supported
by payment (including goods and services) of any kind.
© Copyright 2019 by Wine Profits, Inc. (WPI). All rights reserved.
May not be reproduced in any form without written permission.

RESTAURANT WINE® Issues #181, #182 & #183

109

